STRANGE INTERLUDE

chat! I went through it by his side! It nearly drove me crazy3
too-but I didn't have it in my blood! And that's why I'm
telling you! You got to see you can't, Nina!

NINA

(Suddenly breaking out -frenziedly)

I don't believe you! I don't believe Sam would ever have
married me if he knew - !

MRS. EVANS
(Sharply)

Who said Sammy knew? He don't know a single thing
about it! That's been the work of my life, keeping him from
knowing. When his father gave up and went off into it I
sent Sammy right off to boarding school. I told him his
father was sick, and a little while after I sent word his father
was dead, and from then on until his father did really die
during Sammy's second year to college, I kept him away at
school in winter and camp in summers and I went to see
him, I never let him come home*

(With a sigh)

It was hard, giving up Sammy, knowing I was making him
forget he had a mother. I was glad taking care of them two
kept me so busy I didn't get much chance to think then. But
here's what I've come to think since, Nina: I'm certain sure
my husband might have kept his mind with the help of my
love if I hadn't had Sammy. And if I'd never had Sammy
Fd never have loved Sammy - or missed him, would I? - and
I'd have kept my husband.
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